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L ois Jean Fussell Hughes, 87, passed away peacefully surrounded by her loving

children on January 16, 2018 in Tallahassee, Florida. Lois was born on
November 27, 1930 to Harvey Fussell and Josie Inez Bruner in Chipley, Florida.

Lois was the youngest of five children, born in the Depression era. Times were tough and her
father passed away when she was 16. She entered the Miss Chipley contest in 1947, trading dresses

with Eloise Craven because neither of them could afford a new dress. She won, and went on to
become the first contestant from Chipley to hold the title of National Peanut Festival queen. That

year, she met the love of her life, Jim Hughes, when he accompanied her brother-in-law, Roy
Johnson to Chipley on a weekend leave pass from the Air Force. She left Chipley the night of her
high school graduation with her sister, Hilma, and moved to Maryland where Roy and Jim were

stationed. They married later that year on December 29, 1948. They moved around the world
until he retired from the Air Force in 1966, raising three children along the way. They remained
together until his passing in 2003.

Lois was a caring, selfless person who loved everyone in her life unconditionally. She always put
her family first ahead of her needs. She was a lifelong Christian and loved to sing in the choir,

play the piano and she taught piano for almost 20 years. She will be truly, truly missed.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband of 54 years, Rev. Jim Hughes, sisters Zella
Peel and Hilma Johnson, her brother Julius Fussell, and son-in-law Thomas Joiner, all of Chipley.

She is survived by her children: Phil Hughes and wife Suzanne of Tallahassee, Patricia Joiner of
Chipley, and Lea Ann Gates and husband Mac of Havana. She is also survived by her

granddaughter, Stephanie Shouppe and husband Billy, her two great-grandsons, Cameron and
Caleb Shouppe of Chipley, and her great-great-granddaughter, Faith Elizabeth Bradley of
Bonifay. She is also survived by her sister, Hilda Reeder of Pensacola.

Private services are planned at a later date. If you wish to make a memorial gift, please make
donations to Emerald Coast Hospice in her name. The family thanks the staff for the care they
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provided to her.
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Tribute Wall Lois Hughes
NOV  27, 1930 - JAN  16, 2018

SF Sheila Finch lit a candle in honor of Lois.

Granny Hughes the most caring loving giving kind person I know she will be missed

she is with her beloved husband and family see youin heaven love you

January 21 at 7:56 PM

DW Donovan White posted:

My sincere condolences to her family and friends. I will never forget my conversations with Lois

Jean, such and endearing demeanor and wonderfully spirited personality! I would always feel 10

times better after visiting this adorable lady! One of my favorite quotes of her's is "I am 85 years old

and I can dang well do what I please!" So sorry and very sad to see her go, yet I will always smile

when I think of her and will always be blessed by the few moments spent in her presence, and pray

that I, in some way might have that same affect on people!

January 18 at 7:05 AM

LE

Tia Wheeler January 18 at 5:18 AM

Phil and Suzanne - though my words can do little, I hope my thoughts and prayers will support

you at this time.Love you, Tia

Ivy Bonk January 18 at 1:48 AM

Aunt Lois was like a second mother in my adolescent and teen years. She is the sweetest of

memories of those years. If you were loved by her, you knew it. Times on the front porch

swing, games of crochet in the yard, playing the piano as we sang (Lea Ann, Teresa, Larry,

and Robert), and more - all special. Love you, Aunt Lois.

Lee posted:

There is a gentleness and kindness in her eyes that I am warmed by. While I didn't know Lois directly,

I bet I got to know her a little through some of the wonderful qualities of her daughter, Lea Ann.

January 17 at 4:22 PM

TW
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Lois by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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